
 
 
Parks, Recreation, Culture, and Beautification
Committee
Agenda

 
Thursday, April 28, 2022, 5:00 PM

Council Chambers & Electronic Meeting

Due to COVID-19 Council Chambers is Open for limited attendance. Please see the City of Langford website for
details.
To Join a Meeting:
Log into Zoom.us or the Zoom app on your device.
Enter the Meeting ID: 846 2581 2819
Dial In:  1-855-703-8985 (Canada Toll Free) or 1-778-907-2071 Enter the Meeting ID: 846 2581 2819
To Participate:  During the public participation period, press Star (*) 9 to "raise your hand".
Participants will be unmuted one by one when it is their turn to speak.
When called upon, you will have to press *6 to unmute the phone from your side as well.
We may experience a delay in opening the meeting due to technical difficulties. In the event that the meeting does
not start as scheduled please be patient and stay on the line, we will get started as quickly as possible. 
Public Dial-In Details are also posted at www.langford.ca
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Parks Nearing Completion

• Chidlow
• Kettle
• Echo Valley

• Gateway (Flying Firemen)
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Ed Nixon Trail Boardwalk Update

• Section at the south end between Leigh Place and YMCA-YWCA 
Westhills was condemned due to decayed pilings 

• Due to the provincial fisheries window, major works in water was 
restricted to summer months

• Pilings were removed last summer and final install of new 
aluminum bridge (which has a longer lifespan than wood) was 
completed recently

• Grant application was submitted last summer for an extension of 
the bridge to help alleviate seasonal flooding; results expected 
soon
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Park 
Improvements –
Danbrook Park

• Downtown park with off-
leash area for dogs

• Staff have received 
numerous complaints 
about condition of the 
park (mud, holes, etc)

• Before and after photos 
shown of past and 
current conditions
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Park Improvements –
Danbrook Park

• With increased density in the 
downtown core, improvements 
will be made to the park to make 
it accessible for both dogs and 
residents to enjoy

• Fenced off-leash dog area with 
addition of passive green space 

• Dog run will be completed first 
so it can re-open quickly

• Other off-leash dog areas in 
Langford: Station Ave, Echo 
Valley Park, Gateway (Flying 
Firemen) Park and Kettle Creek 
Park
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Park 
Improvements –
Chief Al LeQuesne
Park
• Formerly Cressida Park

• 2980 Humpback Rd

• Survey was sent in the 
fall to local community 
near the park as well as 
the SD62 PAC to learn 
preferred features for 
playground equipment 
and other key park 
features
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Park Improvements – Chief Al LeQuesne Park

Key findings from community consultation:

• 128 respondents

• 84% have children in the household under the age of 18 and 51% of the children are ages 6 – 12

• Park is presently used for playing on the playground, walking the dog, sitting and enjoying nature and 
socializing with others

• Slides, climbing nets, swings and ziplines are favourite pieces of playground equipment

• Other important park features include benches, shade trees, picnic tables and fencing
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Park Improvements –
Chief Al LeQuesne Park

Playground equipment includes:

• 12-ft Super Netplex (the only 12-ft tower with 
accessible centre spiral belting)

• Friendship swing (allows several children and 
adults of assorted sizes to swing together and is 
set at an easy transfer height for easy transfer 
from a wheelchair)

• 20-metre Cable Zipline

• SmartPlay Loft (with 20 activities addressing 
developmentally-appropriate skills and 
emphasizes imaginary play)

• Sway Fun Glider (access ramp leads to the glider 
which features a play table with room for two 
wheelchairs and two benches for other 
passengers)

Parks will be working with volunteers to remove 
invasives in the natural area next to the main 
playground area. Mature trees will be kept and area 
around playground will be landscaped. *not exact layout
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Parks, Recreation, Culture, and Beautification 
Committee Minutes 
 
January 27, 2022, 5:00 PM 
Electronic Meeting 
 
PRESENT: Councillor L. Seaton  
 Councillor R. Wade  
 N. Arden  
 R. Prettie  
 K. Reece  
 M. Stearns  
 J. Whitehouse  
   
ABSENT: A. Sturgeon  
   
ATTENDING: G. Harrison, Victoria Contracting - Remote  
 Y. Nielsen, Manager of Parks and Recreation - 

Remote 
 

 M. Baldwin, Director of Planning and Subdivision  
 M. Treleaven, Parks Assistant - Remote  
 C. Lowe, IT Support Specialist  
 C. Bell, Confidential Corporate Services 

Coordinator 
 

 M. Dillabaugh, Director of Finance - Remote  
 
Due to COVID-19 Council Chambers is Closed  
Meeting by Teleconference 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

2. CALL TO ORDER 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 5:02 pm. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

MOVED BY: WADE 
SECONDED: STEARNS 

THAT the Committee approve the agenda as presented. 
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Motion CARRIED. 
 

4. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES 

4.1 Parks, Recreation, Culture and Beatification Committee Minutes - June 24, 2021 

MOVED BY: WADE 
SECONDED: ARDEN 

THAT the Committee approve the minutes of the Parks, Recreation, Culture and 
Beautification Committee meeting held on June 24, 2021. 

Motion CARRIED. 
 

5. REPORTS 

5.1 Parks and Recreation Department Projects Update (Verbal) 

Manager of Parks and Recreation, Yari Nielsen gave an update on current and upcoming 
projects. 

In 2022, the Parks department will undertake many large capital projects.  

Playgrounds 
Due to several factors such as the pandemic, extreme weather, and supply chain issues, 
both the Kettle Creek and Chidlow parks and playgrounds will be completed in 2022. 
Work is already underway.  

Staff recently engaged with nearby neighbours of Cressida Park on feedback for that 
park renovation which will take place this year. The survey received 128 responses. 
Some key takings from the community survey was that 84% of respondents had children 
under 18 in their household, 51% of which fall in the age range of 6 to 12.  The top 
requests for playground equipment included slides, climbing nets, swings and a zipline. 
Respondents also noted that benches, shade trees and picnic tables were top features 
that they desired in the renovated park.  

Boardwalks 
Thank you for everyone’s patience as the replacement of the boardwalk on the Ed Nixon 
Trail by the YMCA is completed. Unfortunately, extreme weather led to flooding and the 
final boardwalk had to wait to be attached until the water levels subsided. 
In 2022, Parks will be making large repairs to the Strachan boardwalk as well as 
replacing the boardwalk at Leigh Place.  

Volunteer Program 
Staff have been working with a consultant to formalize our existing engagement with 
volunteers. We are finalizing the program guide and are hoping to officially launch the 
program in the Spring. Information will be available on the Langford website when 
available. 

Jordie Lunn Bike Park and Westhills Gravity Park 
The Jordie Lunn Bike Park has been very busy since it’s opening last Spring. Staff have 
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been working on selling advertising and researching events that can be held at the park. 
You may have also seen some of the taped off trails off the side of the Westshore 
Parkway, which are part of the new Westhills Gravity Park, located behind the Jordie 
Lunn Bike Park. Trail building is still in progress, and we expect to open the trails this 
Spring. 

  

MOVED BY: WADE 
SECONDED: REECE 

THAT the Committee receive this update for information. 

Motion CARRIED. 
 

5.2 Parks and Recreation Five Year Financial Plan for 2022-2026 

MOVED BY: WADE 
SECONDED: STEARNS 

THAT the Parks, Recreation, Culture and Beautification Committee recommend to 
Council that: 

Council approve in principle the 2022 - 2026 Parks Operating and Capital Budgets listed 
and refer them to the Director of Finance for inclusion in the City’s 2022 – 2026 Five 
Year Financial Plan. 

Motion CARRIED. 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 5:32 pm.  
 

 
   

Presiding Council Member  Certified Correct - Corporate Officer 
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t 250.478.7882 

e administration@langford.ca 

2nd Floor, 877 Goldstream Avenue 

Langford, BC V9B 2X8 

 

Staff Report to the Parks, Recreation, 
Culture and Beautification Committee 

 
 

DATE: Thursday, April 28, 2022 
DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation 
SUBJECT:  Park Name Proposal - 1851 Bear Mountain Parkway 

 

BACKGROUND:   

The Parks and Recreation department are in the final stages of constructing a new park at 1851 Bear 
Mountain Parkway. As part of the creation process, City staff are proposing that the park be named 
“Flying Firemen Park”.  

The Flying Firemen, Alexander Davidson and Robert (Paddy) Moore started their flying careers in WWII 
as Royal Air Force pilots. However, it wasn’t until the mid-1960’s that Davidson recruited Moore to fly 
waterbombers with the BC Forest Service. Based out of the Pat Bay Airport, the two pilots would skim 
the Saanich inlet collecting 1000’s of gallons of water before dumping it onto the flames of nearby 
forest fires. In the summer of 1967, as a heat wave spread across the province, a fire had ignited on 
skirt mountain. The two pilots spent hours making pass after pass as a crowd formed along the Trans-
Canada Highway to watch the excitement. On what would prove to be their final pass, the wing of 
their Canso (a converted WWII era bomber) clipped a tree sending them into a fatal crash on the side 
of the mountain. Despite the crash site being located outside of the park’s boundaries, 1851 Bear 
Mountain Parkway is the closest City owned park. The park is currently under construction and 
includes an open grassy area for passive recreation, outdoor fitness equipment, a fenced off-leash 
area, a walking path, and some smaller features. Despite not being originally designed as a memorial 
park, a historical board highlighting the pilot’s contribution to Langford’s history and culture can be 
incorporated.  

2022 marks the 55th anniversary of the crash. 

COMMENTARY: 

City staff have contacted and received permission to proceed with this recommendation process from 
the families of the two pilots, Alexander Davidson and Paddy Moore, the Flying Firemen. This 
recommendation is in line with the Park Naming Policy (POL-0120-PARK), section d (ii), the honouring 
of special persons who contributed to the community by way of public service. It is important to note 
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  Park Name Proposal – 1851 Bear Mountain Parkway 
20220428 Parks, Recreation, Culture, and Beautification Committee 
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that this park will not be a memorial park, however staff believe that the use of the “Flying Firemen” 
name and the installation of a historical information board will boost sense of community as a whole 
and aid in placemaking. 

Staff have reached out to local stakeholders to inquire about support for this name and have been 
received substantial support. The Bear Mountain Community Association (BMCA) Board passed a 
motion to recommend this name to the City in March of 2021. Staff believe this motion to be of 
significant support for naming the park “Flying Firemen Park”. 

Should Council be in support of this park name, they may wish to direct staff to work with the Davidson 
and Moore families to create a historical reference board to be included in the park. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 

The addition and ongoing maintenance of a historical information board was not accounted for in the 
initial budget for the park. Staff have reached out and received a quote for approximately $1000 to 
construct and install a historical information board. Ongoing maintenance and potential replacement 
costs are not expected to be significant.  

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: 

None. 

OPTIONS: 

Option 1 

THAT the Parks, Recreation, Culture, and Beautification Committee recommend to Council that the park 
located at 1851 Bear Mountain Parkway be named “Flying Firemen Park” and that Council direct staff to 
prepare a historical information board for installation at the park. 

OR Option 2 

THAT the Parks, Recreation, Culture, and Beautification Committee direct staff to research and propose 
alternative park names to be presented to Committee.  
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  Park Name Proposal – 1851 Bear Mountain Parkway 
20220428 Parks, Recreation, Culture, and Beautification Committee 
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SUBMITTED BY:  Wolfgang Schoenefuhs, Parks Planning Coordinator  
Concurrence: Yari Nielsen, Manager of Parks and Recreation 
Concurrence: Donna Petrie, Manager of Business Development and Events 
Concurrence: Will Ying-udomrat, Manager of Legislative Services 
Concurrence:  Matthew Baldwin, MCIP, RPP, Director of Planning and Subdivision 
Concurrence: Michelle Mahovlich, P.Eng, P.Geo, Director of Engineering and Public Works 
Concurrence: Michael Dillabaugh, CPA, CA, Director of Finance 
Concurrence: Marie Watmough, Acting Director of Corporate Services 
Concurrence: Darren Kiedyk, Chief Administrative Officer 
 

 

Page 16 of 16


	Agenda
	4. 20220428 - Parks and Recreation Projects Update.pdf
	5.1 20220127 - PRCB Minutes.pdf
	6.1 20220428 - Park Naming Proposal.pdf

