
From: Kimberley Guiry
To: Mayor Young; Denise Blackwell; Matt Sahlstrom; Lanny Seaton; Norma Stewart; Lillian Szpak; Roger Wade;

Agendas
Subject: May 16th Council Meeting
Date: May 15, 2022 8:51:05 AM

Mayor and Council,
 
At the council meeting on May 2, 2022, Councillor Lillian Szpak made notice of a motion for
Langford to form a Langford Environmental Protection Advisory Committee.  This motion now

appears as section 11 on the agenda for the meeting held on May 16th.  I wanted to write to
show support for the formation of an Environmental Protection Advisory Committee as a
standing committee that could meet regularly and provide oversight to make sure decisions
made by council will be effective and make the most efficient use of the city’s resources.  We
are at a critical time when it comes to taking action. We have to ensure that Langford is a
municipality that takes its role in environmental stewardship seriously.  The environmental
sciences are a well-researched field that has a depth of peer reviewed documented research
to support effective decisions made by governments.  There are also many professionals
within our community that have the local expertise to serve on the proposed
committee.  Responsible governance means we should be making the most of these
resources.
 
My only criticism is that the scope of the committee’s focus should extend beyond tree
retention and protection, tree planting and invasive species.  A committee should also take on
all aspects of environmental stewardship including but not limited to protecting waterways
and aquatic ecosystems, promoting biodiversity, advising on landscape decisions/policy on city
property, use of design techniques to promote efficient energy use, active transportation,
environmental stewardship education programs for residents, flood risk mitigation and urban
tree canopy. 
 
To conclude, I believe the urgency for climate action requires informed decision making by our
local governments and I hope you will vote in favour of forming an Environmental Protection
Advisory Committee.  
 
Thank you,
 
Kimberley Guiry
539 Phelps Ave.
Langford BC
V9B3H9











From: Mayor Young
To: Agendas
Subject: FW: Development should include natural landscape: Environmental committee
Date: May 16, 2022 2:54:29 PM

 
 
Julie Coneybeer
Executive Assistant

250.478.7882 x4204

 
 

From: Kelly S  
Sent: May 16, 2022 2:34 PM
To: Mayor Young <mayor@langford.ca>; Denise Blackwell <dblackwell@langford.ca>; Lillian Szpak
<lszpak@langford.ca>; Lanny Seaton <lseaton@langford.ca>; Matt Sahlstrom
<msahlstrom@langford.ca>; Norma Stewart <nstewart@langford.ca>; Roger Wade
<rwade@langford.ca>
Subject: Development should include natural landscape: Environmental committee
 
 

Dear Council;

I am writing to express my concern with the initiatives to combat CO2 emissions by means of the strategies outlined
in the May 27th public meeting and further by forming an environmental protection committee.

I think actual science should be used and weights assigned accordingly to the ‘point’ system. For instance, the
weighting proposed for a green driveway (green squares of grassy moss in between pavers) should have a less
weight than retaining a mature tree. A mature tree will absorb way more C02 than the grass squares and should be
weighted higher. There did not seem to have ANY incentives to developers to retain trees in the proposal as the best
option. Furthermore, when rezoning existing single family established lots, there is no indication or disclosure
regarding the lot scope or intended development specifics (ie location of mature trees or intended landscaping). The
pictures we see is a giant building surrounded by forest, which is not reality in the slightest. By the time the
development permit is issued, a clear cut has happened and there are no incentives or opportunities to encourage tree
retention. I believe residents are disgusted with this approach to clear-cut first. If public input is only available for
the rezoning stage, then prior to development there should be another opportunity for public input. I feel the current
Environmental Protection Committee is a distraction to the off-putting practises thus far in Langford regarding clear
cuts and no retention. Downtown could have left some mature trees. We shouldn't have to set up change.org
petitions for an Arbutus on Station Ave. It should be simply encouraged and the site examined to see what can be
retained as a best practice strategy by this Environment Committee prior to ANY rezoning or development, and have
public input along the way.

The lack of transparency is not comforting. 

BOTTOM LINE--> Development should include some of the natural landscape if you were truly concerned with
CO2 emissions and the happiness/mental health of the residents you say you want to attract.

 



Sincerely,

Dr. Kelly Stegman

 




